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On Sept. 19, humanitarian and religious organizations in the US launched a public information
campaign to persuade citizens and congresspersons to cut military aid to El Salvador. In the past 10
years, Washington has spent over $1 billion on aid to the Salvadoran military. The current campaign
includes distribution of a 30- second TV ad calling for a total withdrawal of the US government
from the ongoing bloodshed and violence in El Salvador. The ad states that US taxpayers' money
was used by the Salvadoran military to assassinate six Jesuit priests on Nov. 16, 1989, and to kill
over 40,000 innocent civilians in the past 10 years. Sounds of gunfire serve as background to
the voiceover. Meanwhile, the visual consists of a blood-stained check made out to the Internal
Revenue Service. The ad is to be distributed this month by an independent TV network in six
states. Nine TV networks refused to carry the ad. A statement by ABC asserted that the network
refuses to air any type of "political publicity" not directly related to the candidacy of a particular
person. The publicity campaign will be stepped up in late September when the Senate is scheduled
to vote on the issue. In addition, Salvadoran President Alfredo Cristiani is scheduled to visit
Washington Sept. 25. US aid in the 1980-1990 period totaled over $4 billion. Included were large
sums earmarked for "professionalization" of the armed forces. In June, the House approved $85
million in military aid to El Salvador for FY 1991. The measure includes an amendment to retain 50%
of the total if the Salvadoran government fails to make progress in the Jesuit murder investigation,
and if government participation in the peace talks with the rebels is perceived as inadequate.
Humanitarian organizations involved in the anti-aid effort have surveyed members of the Senate.
Their results indicate that 48 senators support the 50% conditional cutback in military aid, while
46 are opposed, and the remaining six are undecided. In a recent editorial, the Los Angeles Times
said that the only faction inhibiting peace in El Salvador is the military. The only powerful actors,
said the Times, that can persuade the Salvadoran generals to join the peace process are found in
the US Congress and the White House. Americas Watch has released a special 14-page report on
El Salvador stating that senior Salvadoran army officers accused of major human rights abuses
continue to act with impunity "despite a decade of government promises" to bring them to justice.
Americas Watch calls on the Senate to vote for a 50% cut in military aid. (Basic data from AFP,
09/19/90)
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